Joe Sullivan: Writer takes his best shot

By JOE SULLIVAN
New Hampshire Union Leader Sports 
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"POPS AND SUNSHINE," a golf novel by Concord author Dave Andrews that is set in New Hampshire, has as many hugs, kisses and I-love-yous as it has birdies, pars and bogeys.

There's a reason for that.

"I was a television news reporter for 30 years and I think visually," Andrews said Sunday night after completing a round of golf at Beaver Meadow CC in the Capital City, "so as I wrote it, I pictured a combination of the movies 'Love Story' and 'Tin Cup.' "

Sure enough, Andrews transformed his pictures into words.

If I had read the book before 144 aspiring female golfers on the Duramed Futures Tour event arrived at Beaver Meadow, these words would have appeared in this space the same week they landed in this state.

It's too late for that now but it's a perfect time to read Andrews' book and savor a word portrait of a small piece of the Granite State.

And if the book tweaks your interest the way it did mine, you can start planning a day at the Duramed next summer when the event, sponsored by USI New England, returns to Beaver Meadow.

Don't think, though, that you're about to experience one of the best-written novels of the year. You're not. Andrews knew that from word one.

"It's not a literary masterpiece," he said. "But it is, I believe, a nice enjoyable read. I've received many e-mails and letters from people who enjoyed it immensely."

The odd system used for indenting paragraphs takes some getting used to and the mechanics of dialogue are violated throughout the book.

Despite these mechanical glitches, the novel is never in jeopardy of being warned for "slow play." It reads quickly as an incredible number of events take place over the five days the book covers.

It's a golf story on one level, a love story on several levels and a sob story on several more.

One blurb on the inside front cover of the book, written by Susan Browning, puts it this way: "I'm sitting here all weepy and ripping through this novel when I'm supposed to be working."

Andrews, working as a volunteer at the Concord Duramed event, met several of the tour golfers and saw their dedication. He knew he had to try to write a novel that captured that dedication.

And the dream they share of making it big.

One of his main characters is Lisa Nelson, one of the golfers who begin each Duramed event hoping to find enough success to finish the season among the top five money winners. Each season, the top five Duramed players earn fully exempt LPGA tournament cards for the following year.

Did Andrews have a specific golfer in mind when he created Nelson, a tall, striking blonde who turned heads with her looks before she turned them again with her drives?

"Absolutely. Her name is May Wood. She's from Tennessee, about 6-2 and beautiful. (To judge for yourself, visit popsandsunshine.com). She hits the ball 300 yards off the tee. She was in my mind the entire time I wrote my book."

So were several of the Beaver Meadow regulars, including Tinker Foy, who becomes Tinker O'Brien in the novel. "Everybody knows the real Tinker that the fictional Tinker is based on," Andrews said. "He supplies the comic relief in the book."

Though Andrews always wanted to write a novel, it took him a long time to get going. He is a 1973 Harvard graduate who majored in government (aka political science) and then spent a brief time working on Capitol Hill for longtime New Hampshire Congressman James Cleveland. During his time there, he'd look in on the Watergate hearings and watch newsmen work and he realized that's what he wanted to do.

He spent 30 years as a television newsman, stopping in places such as Bangor, Maine, New Haven, Conn., Orlando, Fla., and Washington, D.C. He worked for Channel 56 in Boston for seven years.

He's semi-retired now, which gives him time to write. And rewrite. "Pops and Sunshine" took an odd path to publication as a novel.

"I initially wrote it as a screenplay," Andrews said, "then decided it would make a good novel. When I finished the novel, I realized it was much better than the screenplay. I then used the novel to rewrite the screenplay."

Andrews, who self-published his novel, is now pitching the screenplay to Hollywood. So far, nothing.

"The odds of selling the screenplay are about 10,000 to one" he said.

Selling the novel has been easier.

He initially printed 350 copies and they sold out. He printed another 250 copies and they're on sale ($19.95) at Borders and Gibson's bookstores in Concord. They can also be found at several Concord-area golf courses and at Golf Country, a local store.

Andrews said, "I think all golfers out there would love to read this story."

If they did, it certainly wouldn't hurt his next endeavor, a sequel to his initial novel.

"A lot of people who have read the book want to know what happens to Lisa and Pops and the other characters," Andrews said.

The working title is "Goodbye, Pops."

"That could mean many things," Andrews said.

If it's as easy a read as his first book, it will mean several hours of reading enjoyment for me.

To contact Andrews or to order a copy of his book, e-mail popsandsunshine@comcast.net.

Joe Sullivan's "Column As I See 'Em" appears every other Tuesday in the New Hampshire Union Leader. His e-mail address is jsullivan@unionleader.com.
